FONDAZIONE ISTITUTO INTERNAZIONALE DI STORIA ECONOMICA “F. DATINI”

Sabrina Stockhusen
Market conditions of wholesale and retail trade In

Lubeck at the end of the™and the beginning of the 16
century — The ‘Kramer’ Hinrik Dunkelgud and his
account book (1479-1517)

WORKING PAPERS DATINI-ESTER ADVANCED SEMINAR

THE MARKERT AND IST AGENTS — Prato, 2-7 maggio 2014

1/2015




Market conditions of wholesale and retail trade iriibeck at the end of the 5and the
beginning of the 18 century — The ‘Kramer’ Hinrik Dunkelgud and his amount book
(1479-1517)

Sabrina Stockhusen ('Christian-Albrechts-UnivetgtéKiel', Germany)

Abstract

The Hanseatic exchange of goods between Easteriastern Europe did not only depend
on wholesale and long-distance merchants. Moreogtilers took part in this international
trade, too. An excellent example for this fact he tKramer’ Hinrik Dunkelgud, a trader
operating from Lubeck. His account book describasspof his trade in the years from 1474
till 1508 to Tallinn, Gdansk, Stockholm, Bergen ddaiges. Moreover, he was engaged in
retail and ran three stalls on the market squatgéibeck from 1480 till 1512.

The term ‘Kramer’ describes a special kind of detaand shopkeeper who often was limited
in his trade to the urban area and sold importedigof different kind in small quantities. His
trade offers a good possibility to examine the raadonditions in Lubeck because Hinrik
Dunkelgud received the citizenship first in 147%. &Anewcomer on the market in Lubeck he
had to establish his different kinds of trade ameachant and as a ‘Kramer'(i. e. a retailer).
Based on this example, we can take a look at th&kehaonditions in Libeck. ‘Market’ in
this paper contains all kind of places and circamsgés in Lubeck where the commercial
exchange between merchants, local retailers, ‘guastd consumers was controlled by the
urban legislation as well as by regulations antticd®ns of guilds. ‘Market conditions’ shall
mean all those conditions which arose from commémichange on the ‘market’ in Libeck.
This contribution analyses the access opportundies possibilities of the newcomer Hinrik
Dunkelgud as an example of market conditions amdcstres from a ‘Kramer's’ and
merchant’s point of view in Libeck around 1500.

At least since the year 1474 Hinrik Dunkelgud caamea guest to the market in Lubeck. At
first, he was only involved in wholesale trade waihme long-standing trading partners as
well as a few customers in or near Lubeck. In tinie there were already some relations with
the ‘Kramer’ Hans Meyer and his daughter Kunnekenk2lgud used the relationship with
his peers and his contacts in Lubeck to expandaimdy ties. After he had won the citizenry
he profited from the relationship with his fatharlaw Hans Meyer because he got the access
to the ‘Kramerkompanie’ very quickly. Besides Dulgkal’s retail trade he also kept long-
standing trading partners up to the year 1508. Wenat know exactly how long he was
involved in retail trade in Lubeck but it seemsttBankelgud finished his career after he had
transferred his stalls to his son-in-law in theryEal2. In his at least 38 years in business the
‘Krdmer’ Hinrik Dunkelgud used, like other wholesainerchants, his money, relationships
with his old and new trading partners and his fgrtids to be successful in retail as well as in
wholesale trade in Lubeck.
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The historiography of the Hanseatic League oftmmns to consist only of the wholesale
merchants like the famous Hildebrand Veckinchuséartainly, the exchange of goods
between Eastern and Western Europe depended anrtfegshants. However, this is not the
complete picture because retailers took part is thternational trade, too. An excellent
example for this fact is the ‘Kramer’ Hinrik Dunkeid, a trader operating from Lubeck. His
account book, also known as ‘Memorial’, describaggof his trade in the years from 1474
till 1508 to Tallinn, Gdansk, Stockholm, Bergen dBiiges. Moreover, he was engaged in
retail and run three stalls on the market squatgibeck from 1480 till 1512.

The term ‘Kramer’ describes a special kind of itetaand shopkeeper who often was
limited in his trade to the urban area and soldartgl goods of different kind in small
quantities. Hinrik Dunkelgud was also and probadhen more involved in the local trade
with end-consumersHis trade offers a good possibility to examine herket conditions in
Lubeck because Hinrik Dunkelgud received the aitshep first in 1479. As a newcomer on
the market in Lubeck he had to establish his differkinds of trade as a merchant and
‘Kramer’. In this paper a ‘Kramer’ means a persadmows calledkremerin the sources or is
listed as a member of the retailers’ guild, the &terkompanie’ of Liibeck.Hinrik
Dunkelgud can be assigned to both statements. 8ysle of his account book we can run
micro-history and trace his way from a newcomea teealthy man in Lubeck.

The ‘Memorial’ is one of at least five account beokhich Hinrik Dunkelgud used
between 1479 and 15£But only the ‘Memorial’ has been preserved. Ittedms accounts of
various kinds and different versions of Dunkelguidist will. The accounts of his trade and

the information about the expenses for his houskimoLibeck take up about hundred pages

1 E. KOHLER, Einzelhandel im Mittelalter. Beitrdge zur betriehsid sozialwirtschaftlichen Struktur
der mittelalterlichen Kramerei Stuttgart/Berlin 1938 (Vierteljahrschrift fur Sak und
Wirtschaftsgeschichte, Beihefte, 36), p. 22.

2 J. HENNINGS, Die Mitglieder der Lilbecker Kramerkompanie von 1382 zum 23. April 167&
“Zeitschrift fir Niederséchsische Familienkunded, 2938, pp. 79-91, 188-198.

® This handwritten source is kept in theASTBIBLIOTHEK LUBECK, MS Lub. 2° 732 (Memorialbuch
des Lubecker Kramers Hinrich Dunkelgud), in thédiwing called as ‘Memorial’.



of the source which is not entirely published umésv. The only paper partially dealing with
the economic aspects of this book was already s in the 19 century by Wilhelm
Mantels? The present contribution is a part of my doctdhasis about the ‘Kramer’ and
merchant Hinrik Dunkelgud and his way of live at tarn from the 18 to the 18 century in
Lubeck, which will examine the ‘Memorial’ in the mi@xt of other sources, presenting also its
full text. The work is still in progress.

There are only a few works about the medieval Irétade of ‘Kramer’. The most
extensive treatise on the retail trade in medie@antral Europe is Erich Kohler's
“Einzelhandel im Mittelalter® For the North of Germany, there are some studiés tire
focus on single towns like Hamburg, Kiel, Linebwgd Hildesheini. In the context of

Lubeck, Johannes Warncke dealt with the ‘Kramertwo publications dating form the first

* W. MANTELS, Aus dem Memorial oder Geheim-Buche des Liibeckem&g Hinrich Dunkelgud
Libeck 1866 [newly published in iderBgitrdge zur LUbisch-Hansischen Geschichte. Aushkeva
historische ArbeitenJena 1881, pp. 341-369].

® KOHLER, Einzelhandel For Italy there are studies of the local merchaiftPrato in the and the
beginning of the 1B century, R. K. MRSHALL, The Local Merchants of Prato. Small Entrepreneurs
in the Late Medieval Economialtimore/London 1999, and another work by EvelWelch, who
describes shopping and the consumer cultures éatirtte from 1400 to 1600, E. 8McH, Shopping in
the Renaissance. Consumer cultures in Italy 140D, 18ew Haven/London 2005. Peter Stabel works
about the retail in the Low Countries: PIABEL, Women at the Market. Gender and Retail in the
Towns of Late Medieval Flandems Secretum Scriptorum. Liber alumnorum Walter Preseni.
BOONE, W. BLOCKMANS, T. DE HEMPTINNE eds., Leuven-Apeldoorn 1999, pp. 259-276; FABEL,
Markets and Retail in the Cities of the Late Medidhow Countries. Economic Networks and Socio-
cultural Displayin Fiere e mercati nella integrazione delle economieopee secc. XIII-XVIII: Atti
della “Trentaduesima Settimana di Studi” 8-12 map@000 sotto I'Alto Patronato del Parlamento
Europea con il patrocinio del prof. Renato ProdireBidente della Commissione Europesl. S.
Cavaciocchi, Firenze, 2001, pp. 797-817. Furtheemarvolume of essays on different countries and
cities with some contributions concerning the Ididdle Ages.Buyers & Sellers: Retail circuits and
practices in medieval and early modern EuroBe BLONDE, P. SABEL, M. BOONE eds., Marc u.a.,
Turnhout 2006 (Studies in European Urban HistoyyR@&garding the territory of present-day Poland,
there is a short study by Andrezj Klonder aboutrétail in some small towns in this area from the
16" to the 18 centuries. A. KONDER, Kramer und Kramwaren in Kleinstadten Polens vom Lis.
zum 18. Jahrhundeiin “Vana Tallinn” , 16, 2005, pp. 228-40. Furthema, Grzegorz M§liwski
presented a first overview of the retail trade irog¥aw (in German Breslau) from the first half bét
13" to the 18 centuries at the 46Datini congress ‘Il commercio al minoto. Domandafterta tra
economia formale e informale secc. XI-XVIII: Ret&ibde. Supply and demand in the formal and
informal economy from the 3o the 18 centuries’, which was held from 4 May until 7 M2914 in
Prato, Italy and included a broad spectrum of suibjeelating to the main theme retail and retailers

® U. THEUERKAUF, Die Wirtschafts- und Sozialstruktur einer mittefslischen Berufsgruppe.
Dargestellt am Beispiel der Kramer im spatmitteddithen HamburgDiss. phil. Hamburg 1972; M.
UNTERHORST Geschichte und Bedeutung der Kieler Kramerkompadbiss. phil. Kiel 1913; H.-S.
PARK, Kramer- und Hokergenossenschaften im Mittelaltexnéielsbedingungen und Lebensformen in
Laneburg, Goslar und Hildeshejielefeld 2005 (Géttinger Forschungen zur Landesigjehte, 8).



half of the 28 century’ Recently, there are two papers which examine tambers of the
‘Kramerkompanie’ and their trade.

Regarding the wholesale merchants of Libeck, theeenumerous publications which
cannot be all mentioned here. Some new studiesvd#ala special group of merchants, for
example the ‘Bergenfahrer’ (i. e. a kind of comntyrwhose members traveled frequently
from Libeck to the emporium Bergen in Norwhyy concentrate on a special pertdd.
Others focus on the relationships between merchamton their networks.

Hinrik Dunkelgud took part in different kinds ofatte. In this contribution | will use him
as an example for a ‘Kramer’ who was able to comlsnccessfully retail, wholesale and
long-distance trade. Based on this example, wetaam a look at the market conditions in
Lubeck.

“Market in the Middle Ages means both a legal ts$ibn and a phenomenon of
economic life as well as the concrete square winerenarket takes placé?The aim of this
paper is not to examine the different market squamed places in Lubeck where the
commercial exchange took place, for example theéraemarket square and other markets

like the cattle or horse market, the harbors, th&ements of merchants’ houses or the shops

" J. WARNCKE, Die Kramerkompanie zu Libedk “Libeckische Blatter” 66, 1924, pp. 1019-1021
and J. WARNCKE, Das Haus der ehemaligen Kramer-Kompanie in LubieckNordelbingen” 16,
1940, pp. 198-253.

8 S. JockHUSEN Die Einwanderer Hermen und Thewes Trechouw. Zwaglidder der Libecker
Kramerkompanie am Ende des 15. JahrhundartsEs geht um die Menschen”. Beitrdge zur
Wirtschafts- und Sozialgeschichte des MittelalférsGerhard Fouquet zum 60. Geburtstad) von
SEGGERN G. ZILINGER eds., Frankfurt am Main etc. 2012, pp. 189-203;S8CKHUSEN Die
Fernhandelsgeschafte der Mitglieder der Libecke&rierkompanie am Beispiel der Lubecker
Pfundzollblcher aus den Jahren 1492 bis 1#9Blansegeschichte als Regionalgeschichte. Beitrage
einer internationalen und interdisziplindren Wirdehule in Greifswald vom 20. bis 24. Februar
2012 ed. O. AJGE, Frankfurt a. M. u.a. 2013 (Kieler Werkstiicke, lieeA: Beitrdge zur schleswig-
holsteinischen und skandinavischen Geschichte pp7)349-371.

® M. BURKHARDT, Der hansische Bergenhandel im Spatmittelalter. H#nHaufleute, Netzwerke
KéIn/Weimar/Wien 2009 (Quellen und Darstellungerr hansischen Geschichte, N.F., 6Das
Hansische Kontor zu Bergen und die Libecker Beadeeaf — International Workshop Lubeck 2003
ed. A. RASSMANN, Lubeck 2005 (Veroffentlichungen zur Geschichte idansestadt Libeck, Reihe
B, 41).

19 C. BHNKE, The city of Lilbeck and the internationality of galanseatic tradén The Hanse in
medieval and early modern Eurqpas. J. WBS-MROZEWICZ, Leiden u.a. 2013, pp. 37-58.

' H. von $GGERN Die fiihrenden Kaufleute in Libeck gegen Ende desJaBrhundertsin
Netzwerke im europédischen Handel des Mittela|t€s FOUQUET, H.-J. GLOMEN eds., Ostfildern
2010 (Vortrage und Forschungen, 72), pp. 283-316.

12 “Markt bedeutet im Mittelalter sowohl eine rectlle Institution und eine Erscheinung des
Wirtschaftslebens als auch konkret den Platz, auf der Markt stattfindet.” E.NREN, art. “Markt
und Stadt” in “Handwdrterbuch zur deutschen Redsgshichte”, vol. 3, Berlin 1984, col. 330-337,
here col. 330.



and stalls of the retailefs. ‘Market’ in this paper contains all kind of placemd
circumstances in Lubeck where the commercial exphdretween merchants, retailers and
consumers was influenced and controlled by therutbgislation as well as by regulations
and restrictions of guilds. The merchants had teeole the market rights and there were also
a lot of bylaws concerning directly the retail tead~or the 1% and 1%' centuries these
restrictions are conserved in four ‘Kaufmannsordyam (i. e. regulations for merchant§).
Furthermore, the ‘Krdmer’ were organized in theeadty mentioned commercial guild called
‘Kramerkompanie’. For many years Hinrik Dunkelgudsaone of the chairmen of this guild.
As one of the urban craft guilds, the ‘Kramerkonipahad its own regulations, which were
confirmed by the city council. There were regulaticof the 1% and 18 centuries, which
were still used in Hinrik Dunkelgud’s tinté.This guild competed with the members of the
other urban craft guilds which sold similar goo#sirther competitors were the wholesale
merchants, who imported goods in higher quantie®s] also the ‘guests’, that means the
foreign tradesmen. For the tflScentury there were some conflicts between ‘Kramer
merchants and guests documented by the sotfttdsrket conditions’ shall mean all those
conditions and circumstances which arose from comialeexchange on the ‘market’ in
Lubeck.

This contribution will analyse the access oppottasiand possibilities of the newcomer
Hinrik Dunkelgud as an example of market conditiansl structures from a ‘Kramer’s’ and
merchant’s point of view in Libeck around 1500.th¢ same time Dunkelgud’s commercial

transactions will be compared with the urban bylawd it's compliance in trade.

¥ See also E. BFFMANN, Lilbeck im Hoch- und Spétmittelalter: Die groRe Zeitbecksin
Lubeckische Geschichted. A. GRASSMANN, fourth, improved and enlarged edition Libeck 2088
81-339, here pp. 323-328.

' The oldest regulation from around 1350 is priritedrkundenbuch der Stadt Liibeek. Verein fiir
Libeckische Geschichte und Altertumskunde. Libe8K311905 (Lubeckisches Urkundenbuch,
Abteilung 1), vol. 2, no. 1001. Here after refereesdLUB. Jenks notes a second regulation, which was
passed in the year 1472. 8N&S, Zum hansischen Géasterecht‘Hansische Geschichtsblatter” , 114,
1996, pp. 3-60, here p. 48. It is printed Hiansisches Urkundenbucled. Verein fir Hansische
Geschichte, vol. 10, Leipzig 1907, no. 76, p. 4@rddfter referred as HUB. Some passages of this
order are probably from a decree of the Hanseatague from 1470Hanserecesse=d. Verein fur
Hansische Geschichte, vol. 2,6, Leipzig 1890, a®. Here after referred as HR. The third from the
year 1484 is preserved fragmentary and is printed..i von WINTERFELD, Versuch uber die
Entstehung des Marktes und den Ursprung der Rdtsaing in Lubeck “Zeitschrift des Vereins

fur Labeckische Geschichte und Altertumskunde”, P59, pp. 365-488, here p. 475, note 411. The
fourth regulation from the year 1485 is publishedEi BAASCH, Die Lubecker Schonenfahrdfalle

an der Saale 1922 (Hansische Geschichtsquellen,,here annex no. 2, pp. 342-344.

15 Die alteren Liibeckischen Zunftrollead. C. F. VEHRMANN, Liibeck 1864, pp. 270-276, 281-290
and LUB, vol. 3, no 187, 770; vol. 11 no 572.

'8 For example WHRMANN, Die &lteren Liibeckischen Zunftrollgop. 285-290.



At first, we take a look at Hinrik Dunkelgud’s déffent kinds of trade, which goods he
sold and in which quantities and qualities, as walwhich way he traded with his partners
and sold to the end-consumers. In the second artisiep we will analyse the accessibility
to wholesale and retail trade. Also included aredbnflicts between the different merchants
on the market in Lubeck. In some examples, we aldb examine whether Dunkelgud and
the other merchants were following the urban bylaws

Hinrik Dunkelgud’s different kinds of trade

Philippe Dollinger already wrote that the histogashould differentiate between the various
groups of merchants. There are differences in Wwedait the kinds of trade and the social
positions:’ Franz Irsigler distinguishes three kinds of traglpecially based on the distance
of trading rooms, the trading volumes, the différeanges of goods and the sale to other
merchants, to regional wholesales traders or diyréotthe end-consumers: Firstly, there are
long-distance merchants, who bought and sold gaondkigher quantities and different
gualities from bulk to luxury goods. Secondly, theare merchants like long-distance and
wholesale traders, different kinds of grocers anidans who sold their goods themselves on
fairs and markets as well as merchants and ‘Krgnmeicksters and peddlers, who all were
engaged in the regional trade with a limited ranfiegoods, selling directly to the end-
consumers. Thirdly, Irsigler takes all groups déilers like the ‘Kramer’ or the artisans who
did not travel and sold their goods directly to &mel-consumers in their home towns or in the
urban surroundingsThe retailers, especially the ‘Krdmer sold comntiedi in small
quantities at low prices, called ‘Pfennigwerte(ia value of a few pennie$)Dollinger's
attributes and Irsigler’s three levels indicate rearacteristics of the different groups of
merchants, retailers and other traders. But theeeewiluent transitions between these
groups™ In this paper | will take the distance of tradimmpms, the trading volumes, the
qualities of goods and the sale to the end-conswasean indicator of the kind of trading
operations.

For the second half of the "I Bentury, there were the following groups of menthan

the markets in Libeck: There were wholesale tradéis had the citizenship in Libeck and

" Dollinger refers explicitly to the merchants okthlanseatic League (‘Hansekaufmann’), but that
applies the merchants, retailers and other trametsibeck, too. P. DLLINGER, Die Hanse fifth,
expanded edition Stuttgart 1998 (Kroners Tascheyadngs 371), p. 209.

8 F. RSIGLER Kaufmannstypen im Mittelaltén Stadt im Wandel. Kunst und Kultur des Biirgertums
in Norddeutschland 1150-165@0l. 1ll, ed. C. MECKSEPER Stuttgart-Bad Cannstatt 1985, pp. 385-
397, here pp. 388, 390, 391-394.

9 |RsIGLER Kaufmannstyperp. 388.



got their goods from trading partners over the iBafiea?® Many were members of the
communities of merchants called ‘Fahrerkompanietnich traveled frequently from Libeck
to the trading places Bergen, London, Stockholnho8en, Riga and Novgorgdto import
goods in Lubeck. Moreover, there were the merchbikésMatthias Mulich, who got his
goods from Southern Germany and distributed theanLiibeck in the North and E&8tin
the guild regulations and in connection with theeirguild conflicts before the city council
you find different kinds of artisans and retailtke the ‘Kramer’, tod® The last group were
the foreign wholesale tradesmen, who came for el@afngm Nuremberg, Venice, Cologne,
Erfurt and Schmalkalden and belonged to the gréuguests’ in Liibeck*

For the first time we hear of Hinrik Dunkelgud’'sudie activities in the year 1472 At
that time he was probably already a ‘guest’ anediat least temporarily as a tenant in
Liibeck?® For the time between 1474 and 1478, there aren&e in his ‘Memorial’. These
entries were taken from Hinrik’'s other books oresotHe copied them in his ‘Memorial’ in
the year 1478’ Based on just one of Dunkelgud’s at least six astbooks, we can describe
only a part of his trade up to the year 1508. Havewn the light of these entries, we see that
Hinrik Dunkelgud participated at the beginning ¢iet1480’'s in the exchange of high

qualitative cloths from England and Brug&segarding for example orgun engelskéaken

20 BAASCH, Luibecker Schonenfahrep. 343 no. 10. See alddie Lubecker Pfundzollbiicher 1492-
1496 ed. H.-J. WWGTHERR Koln/Weimar/Wien 1996 (Quellen und Darstellungaur hansischen
Geschichte, N.F., 41, 1-4) and@&sERN Die fihrenden Kaufleutgp. 283-316.

2L HOFFMANN, Liibeck p. 188.

2 G. MEYER, art “Mulich, Matthias geb. Nirnberggest. 2. 12. 1528 LiibecKaufmanfi in Neue
Libecker Lebenslaufed. A. BRUNS, Neuminster 2009, pp. 457-461, here p. 457. SecRalFORIG,
Das Einkaufsbiichlein der Nurnberg-Libecker Mulichu$ der Frankfurter Fastenmesse des Jahres
1495 Breslau 1931 (Veroffentlichungen der Schleswidgst®nischen Universitatsgesellschaft, 36 =
Schriften der Baltischen Kommission zu Kiel, 20¢\y published in idemDie Wirtschaftskrafte im
Mittelalter. Abhandlungen zur Stadt- und HansegeschigliteP. KAEGEBEIN, second edition, Kéln
1971, pp. 288-350].

23 WEHRMANN, Die alteren Liibeckischen Zunftrollamd W. BEL, Lilbecker Ratsurteile4 volumes,
Gottingen 1955-1967.

24 W. BBEL, Lubecker Ratsurteilevol. 4: Erganzungen und Nachtrage 1297-158®ttingen u.a.
1967, p. 72, no. 92. See also#FMANN, Libeck pp. 211-213.

2> Memorial, fol. 4r, 5r-v, 6v.

%6 |n 1474 Hinrik Dunkelgud had already trade conieestto his future father-in-law. At the latest
since the year 1479 he lived for rent becauseisnyar he called Clawes van Calven his host.
Memorial, fol. 4r, 8v.

2" Memorial, fol. 3v-6v, 15r, 46v.

28 Memorial, fol. 4r-v, 6r. S. ARAHAM-THISSE Der Tuchhandel der Hanse am Ende des Mittelalters
(14.-15. Jahrhunde)tin Vergleichende Ansétze in der hansischen Geschochtsfung ed. R.
HAMMEL -KIESOW, Trier 2002 (Hansische Studien, 13), pp. 183-20%. HOLBACH, Zur
Handelsbedeutung von Wolltuchen aus dem Hansemauber hansische Sonderweg? Beitrage zur
Sozial- und Wirtschaftsgeschichte der HanSe ENKS, M. NORTH eds.,Kdln/Weimar/Wien 1993
(Quellen und Darstellungen zur hansischen Gesahidht., 39), pp. 135-190. For the trade with
english cloths see especially &N&s, England, die Hanse und PreufRen. Handel und Diplamat



(i.e. one English sheet].Furthermore, he combined wholesale trade with péegoods. In
the year 1477 he sold and sent twelve dozen botmétans Mouwer junior. In the year 1474
he sold two bonnets to a person in Traveminde ln@aeck, that means directly to an end-
consumer® In the years from 1474 to 1508 Hinrik Dunkelguddsoloths from England,
Flanders, Holland (Leiden) as well as from Germannis like Hagen, Stendal and Erfurt.
Furthermore, he sold bonnets, furs, iron, wax, salp, caraway and sugHr.

After 1479 Hinrik Dunkelgud became a citizen of kgk and joined the
‘Kramerkompanie®? In the year 1480 he got his first stall from Higher-in-law Hans Meyer.
In the same year and in the year 1489 he boughtmae stalls on the market square and
united them to one houd&Heung-Sik Park writes that the sources often dopeomit to
make a distinction between ‘Kramer’ who were engladgjeectly in retail and merchants who
were only the owners of stalls or shdp&ut in the case of Hinrik Dunkelgud, he was called
kremerin the sources, was owner of three stalls and abeewf the ‘Kramerkompanie’. So
he was a ‘Kramer'.

Considering that we only know one of probably sbcaunt books and that cash deals
were often not listed in merchants’ bookkeepingt is not possible to make definite
statements on Dunkelgud’s trade in his stallsfitstbwever, after becoming member of the
‘Kramerkompanie’, he was allowed to sell importeabds in small quantities in cubits or

pounds bypennyngwerdeff The regulations of the ‘Kramerkomanie’ mentionea fgoods

1377-1474vol. 1 Hande| KdIn/Wien 1992 (Quellen und Darstellungen zurdischen Geschichte,
N.F., 38).

29 Memorial, fol. 4r.

% Memorial, fol. 5r

31 Memorial, fol. 2v, 3v-6v, 8r, Or, 15r. For the gtoin the trade in the Baltic Sea area see also F.
IRSIGLER Der hansische Handel im Spéatmittelalier Die Hanse. Lebenswirklichkeit und Mythos
Eine Ausstellung des Museums fir Hamburgische Gddehin Verbindung mit der Vereins- und
Westbankvol. 1, ed. J. BACKER, Hamburg 1989, pp. 518-532, here pp. 520-52%.LINGER, Hanse,
pp. 278-340.

% Memorial, fol. 1r. ARCHIV DER HANSESTADT LUBECK (AHL), Kaufmannische Archive:
Kramerkommpanie no. 1: Alterleute Denkel-(Memobaldh 1372-1585. This file is briefly cited
below as Denkelbuch. Denkelbuch, Dunkelgud’s adomisgol. 61v; HENNINGS, Mitglieder, p. 85.

% Memorial, fol. 25v. AHL, 8HRODER Grundstiicke in Liibeck bis 1600. Aus den Insavin der
Oberen Stadtbiicher nach den jetzigen Hausnummendrget. Abteilung Marien-Quartier, HS 900c,
p. 345.

* PaRrK, Kramer- und Hokergenossenschaftgni2.

% |n this statement Hammel-Kiesow refers only on blwmekkeeping of Hanseatic wholesalers. R.
HaMMEL -KIESow, Schriftlichkeit und Handelsgesellschaften niedetsiduhansischer und
oberdeutscher Kaufleute im spaten 13. und im 1Hdrhimdertin Von Nowgorod bis London. Studien
zu Handel, Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft im mitteldiichen Europa. Festschrift fir Stuart Jenks zum
60. GeburtstagM.-L. HECKMANN, J. ROHRKASTEN eds. Gottingen 2008 (Nova Mediaevalia. Quellen
und Studien zum européaischen Mittelalter, 4), d8-241, here p. 230.

* These conditions were noted in the oldest regiatdf the ‘Kramerkompanie’ in Lilbeck from the
year 1353. VEHRMANN, Die altesten Libeckischen Zunftrollgn 274.



10

which were sold by merchants, guests and foreigrériker’. The same goods but only in
smaller quantities were sold by the ‘Kramer’ of kedk, too. These goods can be divided in
three groups. The first group consisted of spidesdimonds, raisins, figs and caraways. A
second were cloths and cloth ligeheter(i.e. a kind of linen)syndale(i.e. a kind of taffeta),
sardoke(i.e. a combination of wool and linen), bonnets amdisers. The third group were
metal goods from Southern Germany, especially fidanemberg like sheets of gold and
silver, knives and dagget5lt is very likely that Dunkelgud sold such goodshis stall.

In the years 1482 and 1483 Hinrik Dunkelgud ingthtwo trading companies with his
former apprentices Peter Kegeben and Hans Borneseltrading companies play a special
part in the ‘Memorial’. In the first year only Hikr Dunkelgud and Peter Kegeben were
trading partners and Kegeben traveled with goodsvehtiie on both sides (i.e. they had a
trading company sharing gains and losses) to Stk Hans Borne began his trade with a
travel to Tallinn in the year 1483.In 1484 Dunkelgud, Kegeben and Borne had a trading
company together and Peter Kegeben traveled tonfaltoo?® Peter Kegeben and Hans
Borne finished their partnership with Hinrik Dunget! in 1486"* From 1491 to 1504 Hinrik
Dunkelgud and Peter Kegeben were again tradingi@art They exchanged goods between
Lilbeck and Gdansk, where Kegeben lived at that.time connection with Dunkelgud’s
trade with Kegeben and Borne, we can only see whioducts he got from his partners and
which he sent to them. That concerned wholesaldetia quantities like ton, quintal or
several dozen but we do not know who were the emdwmers. Hinrik Dunkelgud took part
in the typical exchange of goods over the Baltia8de sent hats of different kinds, leather
pouches, apples, walnuts and salt to the Easthé&mumbre, he sent Southern goods like figs,
almonds, raisins, sugar, alum and oil from Lisbamich came via Bruges or Southern
Germany to the East, tdd At least he exported cheap bulk goods of metahfNuremberg
like scissors, buttons, brass buttons and smals.feDunkelgud got often rye, flax and

millet, lambskin and calfskin from Hans Borne arete? Kegebef® His wholesale trade to

3" |BID, pp. 270-275. KHLER, Einzelhandelp. 23.

% Memorial, fol. 14r, 210v.

%9 Memorial, fol. 210v, 209v.

4% Memorial, fol. 208v.

41 Memorial, fol. 211v.

42 Memorial, fol. 201v, 194r.

3 IRSIGLER Der Hansische Handgp. 520.

“4 DOLLINGER, Hanse pp. 292, 300, 301.

4 Memorial, fol. 209v; 208v; 207v, 210v; 207v, 20R00v; 201v, 206v; 200v, 201v; 201v, 208v;
206v; 201v; 206v; 204v, 207v; 205v; 207v; 205v.

6 Memorial, fol. 196r, 197r, 198r, 199r, 200r; 20208r; 195r, 196r, 197r, 198r; 208r.
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the East included similar goods which ‘Kramer’ soidheir stalls in Libeck. So Dunkelgud
was also able to deliver to his own shops.

All the time from 1474 to 1508 Hinrik Dunkelgud’'€@unt book shows that he was
involved in wholesale trade as well as retail tratlee differentiation between merchants and
‘Kramer' is difficult and not always possiifebecause the ‘Kramer’ sold similar goods and
were engaged in long-distance trade, as {fiéfor Liibeck there is a customs register called
‘Pfundzollbuch’ for the years 1492 to 1496l includes a few of Dunkelgud's deals with
Peter Kegeben and other merchants who are notonextiin his ‘Memorial’. In this customs
register 40 members of the ‘KrAmerkompanie’ in Lekbeere recorded who were engaged in
long-distance trade across the Baltic Sea. In cosgawith the other members, Dunkelgud
is in the 18' place with the freight value of 340 ‘Mark ltbisdbased on the goods which he
sent and got in those years over the Baltic *8da.connection with that custom register,
Walter Stark examined the exchange of goods inydaes 1492 and 1493 between Libeck
and Prussia, especially Gdansk, in the secondofidife 18" century®* He called merchants
like Hinrik Dunkelgud and his son-in-law Claus La&@08 Mark libisch) with freight values
less than 1.000 ‘Mark ltbisch’ as medium size manth or retailerd’ In contrast, bigger

wholesales merchants reached four or five timdarge sums in these two years.

Access to the wholesale trade in Liibeck

For nearly 30 years the ‘Kramer’ Hinrik Dunkelgu@svable to combine successfully retalil,
wholesale and long-distance trade. How did he reexchmanage that? Erich Kdhler writes

that the sale of goods in small quantities at ‘Rigwerte’ (i.e. at low prices) was a priority of

*"IRSIGLER Kaufmannstyperp. 393 and A. GRDES art. “‘Kaufmann Kaufleuté in Handwdrterbuch
zur deutschen Rechtsgeschichwal. 2, second, fully revised and expanded edljt®erlin 2012, col.
1683-1690, here col. 1684.

8 For example the brothers Heinrich and Peter Lerethe second half of the T5entury, who
traveled from Munich to Venice. But it is not cleghether they bought goods only for themselves or
for the whole guild of the ‘Kramer in Munich. Seelso Das Lererbuch. Ein Minchner
Kaufmannsbuch des 15. Jahrhundegd. I. $HwAB, Minchen 2005, pp. 13-16. See alsOHKER,
Einzelhandelpp. 87-90.

4 See alsdDie Liibecker Pfundzollbiicheand F. BUNS, Die Libeckischen Pfundzollbiicher von
1492-1496. Teill in “Hansische Geschichtsblatter”, 11, 1904/05, pp7-131;Teil 2 in “ibid", 13,
1907, pp. 457-499eil 3in “ibid”,14, 1908, pp. 357-407.

*% STOCKHUSEN Fernhandelsgeschafte. 368.

>L W. STARK, Lilbeck und Danzig in der zweiten Hélfte des 15rhlatderts. Untersuchungen zum
Verhaltnis der wendischen und preuf3ischen Hansesti#dder Zeit des Niedergangs der Hanse
Weimar 1973 (Abhandlungen zur Handels- und Sozsalgehte, 11).

°2 STOCKHUSEN Fernhandelsgeschéftp. 367. $SARK, Liibeck p. 259.

>3 |bid, pp. 219-259.
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the ‘Kramer’ whereas the wholesale trade was opermvferyone? This statement will also
be surveyed in this essay with the help of DunkdlgtMemorial'.

In this paper the accessibility to wholesale anthidistance trade should be examined
together because the conditions were the sameahy mases the merchants combined both
kinds of trade. They imported or exported high diti&s of goods and sold them in similar
quantities to other wholesale merchants or resifeWholesale and long-distance trade in
Libeck was very often connected with trade overBhkic Sea and also with the Hanseatic
trade®® The merchants being successful in long-distanck vanolesale trade in the %5
century over the Baltic Sea had the same basiarEsat Often the fathers or other relatives
were merchants, too. During the childhood the boegsit to school. Often they went to a
secular school at the age of six and learnt to, &tk and calculate, in the secular schools in
Lilbeck they got the first basic skills in trade .5 At the age of twelve they often started
their traineeshiff with their fathers, business partners, relativema few cases with other
foreign traders outside the circle of their fansliand friends? After the end of traineeship
the young merchants worked as ‘Gesellen’ (i.e.nd kif assistants) with their former masters

or often abroad in order to learn other languagesta get new business contatéfter that

> «Der Vertrieb der Kramerwaren im Kleinhandel wam ®orrecht, wahrend der GroRhandel jedem
freistand”. The retailer's priority resulted frorhet membership within an urban guildOKLER,
Einzelhandel p. 21. See also H. B(LENBENZ, art. “Krdmer’ in Handworterbuch zur deutschen
Rechtsgeschichtgol. 2 Berlin 1978, col. 1171-1176, here col. 1172.

%5 See for a few examples of Hanseatic merchants INGER, Hanse pp. 222-236.

*® The merchants of the Hanseatic League (called sekaufleute’) were allowed to use “collective
privileges” in the Hanseatic settlements abroad,ftur largest were in London, Novgorod, Bruges
and Bergen and were called ‘Kontore’. J. WubreMewiCcz, The Hanse in Medieval and Early
Modern Europa: An Introductiorin The Hanse in Medieval and Early Modern Eurofmem, S.
JENKS eds., Leiden/Boston 2013 (The Northern World. N&trope and the Baltic c. 400-1700 A.D.
People, Economies and Cultures, 60), pp. 1-35, hjeré, 11.

" T. AFFLERBACH, Der berufliche Alltag eines spatmittelalterlichemm$ekaufmanns. Betrachtungen
zur Abwicklung von Handelsgeschéaft@®erlin u.a. 1993 (Kieler Werkstiicke, Reihe A: tB&ge zur
Schleswig- Holsteinischen und skandinavischen Gelsth 7), pp. 69-70. H.-P.ARICHHAUSER Die
Berufsbildung deutscher Kaufleute im Mittelaltedun der frihen NeuzeiKoln/Weimar/Wien 1992
(Quellen und Dokumente zur Geschichte der Berufahi in Deutschland, Reihe C, 4), p. LVI.

°% AFFLERBACH, Alltag, pp. 69-71.

*¥ The merchant Johann Sloesgin in Kéln educatediuigghter and sons in his family-run business
after school. AFLERBACH, Alltag, p. 71 and W. HRBORN Birgerliches Selbstverstéandnis im
spatmittelalterlichen Koln. Bemerkungen zu zwei d$idichern aus der ersten Halfte des 15.
Jahrhundertsin Die Stadt in der europdaischen Geschichte. FesticBdith Ennen W. BEscH K.
FEHN, D. HOROLDT u.a. eds., Bonn 1972, pp. 490-520, here p. 508.t8e other examples for the
traineeship and the establishing of first businesstacts of the merchants Bernd Pal and Hans
Selhorst at the end of t”1‘5century. C. AHNKE, Geld, Geschafte, Informationen. Der Aufbau
hansischer Handelsgesellschaften und ihre VerdiedglichkeitenLibeck 2007 (Handel, Geld und
Politik vom friihen Mittelalter bis heute. Publikatien der Vortragsreihe zur Ausstellung: Pfeffer &
Tuch fur Mark Dukaten. Waren und Geld des Hansekaohs im Spiegel des grofRen Lubecker
Miinzschatzes im Burgkloster zu Lubeck), pp. 4-11.

0 AFFLERBACH, Alltag, p. 71. See also@LINGER, Hanse p. 236.
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time® and with the beginning of the self-employment yoeing merchants often married a
woman of another merchant’s family because theadtto expand their family ties. At the
beginning of trading on their own expense they iprdfin many cases from the help or the
money of their old or new family or from the suppfsom their former mastefé.Based on
this education, the merchants could obtain theo¥dhhg combination of features for a
successful trade: They needed a “network of padeslly in the whole Baltic Sea area. This
network included family ties and contacts with attrading partners in different towns. Most
important in the Hanseatic trade between differaptchants was the “mutual trust” giving
them the opportunity of establishing new tradinghpanies. So it was very important that the
merchants had a good reputation, called ‘gelouwesdurces, and keptf.All these were
only individual features. There was no kind of et access restriction to become a long-
distance or wholesale merchant in Lubeck.

But the town regulations differentiated between ahants who were citizens in Lubeck
and foreign merchants who stayed in Libeck fordrad were called ‘guests’. The latter had
own rights and duties in a lot of towns in the Maldges. Often the foreign merchants were
limited in their trade by the urban bylaws concegnthe market or the guild8.in Lilbeck a
guest had to live with a host. Due to the fact thate were not so many hostels, the guest
often lived with a citizen, sometimes a memberhaf tity council. Hosts were also persons
who accommodated guests on special conditions eir tihouses or cellars. The city law
prohibited actually a longer stay than three man#fter this time guests had to win the
citizenship or to leave the town.Some regulations from the year 1472 prohibited the

merchants outside the Hanseatic Leadugen der Hen2do stay longer than three months in

®> The period of training is rarely preserved. Foz #arly 18 century we hear in one case of an
apprenticeship of five yearsFALERBACH, Alltag, p. 71.

2 IBiD, p. 73. A. ©ORDES Wie verdiente der Kaufmann sein Geld? HansischedElagesellschaften
im Spatmittelalter Libeck 2000 (Handel, Geld und Politik vom frihsfittelalter bis heute.
Publikationen der Vortragsreihe zur Ausstellungeffefr & Tuch fir Mark Dukaten. Waren und Geld
des Hansekaufmanns im Spiegel des groRen Libedkerddhatzes im Burgkloster zu Libeck), p 10.
® Wues-MRozEWICZ Introduction p. 10. See also S.ES&ER, U. BWERT, Netzwerke im
europdaischen Handel des Mittelalters. Konzepte weXxrdungen — Fragestellungém Netzwerkdm
europdaischen Handel des Mittelalte®& FOUQUET, H.-J. GLOMEN eds., Ostfildern 2010 (Vortrage
und Forschungen, 72), pp. 21-47, here pp. 36-&EISER, U. C. BVERT, Verhandeln und Verkaufen,
Vernetzen und VertrauerlUber die Netzwerkstruktur des hansischen Handals*Hansische
Geschichtsblatter”, 119, 2001, pp. 135-162, herelpp-154.

8 K. HARTER, art. “Fremde Fremdenrechtin Handworterbuch zur deutschen Rechtsgeschicble

1, second, fully revised and expanded edition, B&t0112, col. 1791-1798, here col. 1791-1793.

5 J. HARTWIG, Der Liibecker Schoss bis zur Reformationszewipzig 1903, (Staats- und
socialwissenschaftliche Forschungen, 21, 6), pSée. also W. BEL, Libisches Recht.ibeck 1971,
vol. 1, p. 272. See also § 187 “van der borghegscia Norddeutsche Stadtrechte, vol. 2: Das
Mittelniederdeutsche Stadtrecht von Liibeck nacheseidltesten Formered. G. KORLEN, Lund
1951, p. 138. Diss. phil. Hamburg 1972
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one Hanseatic town. Especially in the time from &tober 18 to February 2%' they were
prohibited to stay in Liibeck and to get through wheter with their good&® But the guests
register shows that many persons stayed a few yatrsut having the citizenship. Another
regulation laid down that after three months gubsis to pay taxes like a citiz&hAIl this
shows that the normative rules have not been respén Libeck® Furthermore, the guests
were divided into those who had the citizenshiptbfer Hanseatic towns and in those who
came from outside the Hanseatic Leadgueese merchants were called ‘Butenhansen’. The
coplude de in de Henzestede to gsim behen were privileged compared to the
‘Butenhansen®® However, the cities tried to protect their owrizeihs who were merchants
and preferred them instead of other Hanseatic maetsff During the 14 and 1%' centuries
some cities in Southern Germany, especially Nuregbsn privileges for their merchants
and their trade in Liibeck, tdbIn Libeck there were two members of the city cduradled
‘Wetteherren’ who controlled and managed the trddhey collected all the urban bylaws of
trade like the ‘Kaufmannsordnungen’ and the guidjulations in special books called
‘Wettebiicher'. They decided law cases independeatig collected the penalty fees for
violations of the town regulations, tddThe work of these men was facilitated because the
regulations forbade the guests and even the c#tifesell their goods outside the city walls.
The sale was limited to the host, to the houseetlarcrented from the citizen and to the
market squaré?

From the year 1474 to the beginning of the yea®lHdinrik Dunkelgud was also a guest
in Lubeck, and late in the year 1479 he lived with host Clawes van Calven. We do not

® HUB, vol. 10, no. 76, p. 51, § 10. See also thez&ss’ from 6 January 1472 in HR, vol. 2,6, no.
356, p. 328, § 22.

" HARTWIG, Liibecker Schosg. 30.

® In general, regarding the discrepancy betweeriemritw and reality of life in the Middle Ages, see
also G. AriTz, Norm und Praxis im Alltag und Sachkultur des Spihaiters: “Widerspruch” und
“Entsprechung” in Norm und Praxis im Alltag des Mittelalters und dE&rihen Neuzeit
Internationales Round-Table-Gesprach. Krems anDimerau, 7. Oktober 1996 (Forschungen des
Institus fur Realienkunde des Mittelalters und Beaihen Neuzeit. Diskussionen und Materialien, 2),
Wien 1997, pp. 7-19.

%9 HUB, vol. 10, no. 76, p. 49.bFFMANN, Liibeck p. 232.

0’3, ENKS, Zum hansischen Gasteredht“Hansische Geschichtsblatter”, 114, 1996, pp03here
pp. 45-52.

= HOFFMANN, Liibeck p. 211. See also C. deDMANN, Niirnberger GroRhandler im
spatmittelalterlichen LubeckNirnberg 1933 (Nurnberger Beitrage zu den Wirtkshaund
Sozialwissenschaften, 37/38), pp. 109-127.

2 G. ANK, Die Wette und die Entwicklung der Polizei in Lubéck'Zeitschrift des Vereins fir
Libeckische Geschichte und Altertumskunde”, 27,41%%$. 209-237, here pp. 210, 213, 215, 218-
224. See also C. W.ABLI, Uber die urspriingliche Bedeutung der ehemaligent&\iet“Zeitschrift
des Vereins fur Lubeckische Geschichte und Altestumde”, 1, 1860, pp. 197-218.

" HUB, vol. 10, no. 76, p. 52, here § 18. See dso'Rezess’ from 6 January 1472, in HR, vol. 2,6,
no. 356 § 24, p. 328. Also WTERFELD Grindung p. 403.
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know where he was born and where he had come fara.to the fact that his family lived
near Liibeck, it is likely that Dunkelgud came frttme surrounding are4.If this was true, he
would have been a ‘Butenhansen’ in Libeck. As sempfwe also do not know anything
about his childhood and apprenticeship. Howevethényear 1474 Dunkelgud was already a
successful wholesale merchant and had trading grartas well as customers as his
‘Memorial’ shows. In the year 1474 two of thesetousers were his future father-in-law
Hans Meyer and his future wife Kunneke. In the gdaefore 1479 his trading partners were
already Hans Mouwer junior and Hans Sledorn, foaneple’® It is very likely that
Dunkelgud had got some education before this tiewabse he was able to write, to calculate,
to keep his accounts, and he also had enough nfon&holesale trade. Finally, he already
enjoyed the trust of his peers and had formed ssotcgal contacts in Libeck. So it was
possible for him to act as a foreign wholesale mant on the market in Libeck. But as a
guest he was limited in some points.

There are only a few entries in Dunkelgud’s ‘Merabrirom the years before 1479, and
they show only a small part of Dunkelgud’s trd8&lost of these 21 entries demonstrate only
Dunkelgud’s sale of Western goods (cloths from &am, Holland and England, spices,
weapons) and Eastern goods (wax, metal, hOpis).five cases we can also see the goods
which were send by Dunkelgud’s trading partnersito.”® Two cases are interesting. On
August 24" in 1478 Hinrik Dunkelgud noted the receipt of sewgmer werkes(i.e. 280
pieces of fur) for 4 Mark 6 Schilling from his tiad partner Frederik Schrodégmmetrent
(i.e. approximately) on 24August in 1478 he noted the sale of those goodbeccitizen
Tymeke Suselmaff. So Dunkelgud got goods in bulk from his tradingtper and sold them
in the same quantity to a Lubeck citizen. In theosel case in the year 1478 there was a sale
of one pound wax to the citizen Marqwart 8/ Here we can see that Dunkelgud were sold
small quantity in retail directly to end-consumird.tibeck. So it is likely that Dunkelgud got

his goods only by wholesales from his other tragpagners and did not need to buy similar

" MANTELS, Memorial p. 349.

5 In 1474 Dunkelgud’s two customers were his futiatier-in-law Hans Meyer and his future wife
Kunneke. In the years before 1479 his trading pastvere very likely already Hans Mouwer junior
and Hans Sledorn, for example. Memorial, fol. 3y5str

® Dunkelgud began his Memorial in the year 1479 empied some entries from his older books in
the new one because the buyer had not paid yet.

" Memorial, fol. 6r, 3v; 4r; 4r-v, 8r; 4r, 5r; 6r1,615r; 3v; 6V, 8r.

® Memorial, fol. 3v-4v. In another case in that y&as not yet clear whether the buyer Hans Dawit i
a merchant or only an end-consumer. Memorial giol.

" Memorial, fol. 3v, 6v. Onéymmerwas 40 pieces non-treated furs. HSKE, Der Fachwortschatz
des Hansekaufmanns Hildebrand Veckinchus@&imelefeld 2005 (Westféalische Beitrage zur
niederdeutschen Philologie, 11), p. 71.

8 Memorial, fol. 4r, 6r.
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goods directly in Lubeck. That was an advantagaumse guests were prohibited to trade with
other guests, and if guests bought goods in Liikkely, were not allowed to sell them théte.
Because of his own imports over the Baltic Sea Rigud was able to avoid these two
regulations. He did not buy his goods directly iibeck, so he was allowed to sell them there.

But who were his customers? In only five cases owmnied in his account book
Dunkelgud sent goods to trading partf&rdhe other 16 cases show that he often sold
directly to buyers in or near Lubeck. In two caBesmkelgud got one horse and two pigs as
payment. Probably, he got these animals in or higeck®® In six cases Dunkelgud not only
noted the customer’'s name, but also a place nebedk) for example Traveminde or
Neustadt, or we know the person in question asizeniin Lubeck like his future father-in-
law Hans Meyer or Tymeke Suselnfnin the remaining eight cases we only know the
customer's nam& We can see that Dunkelgud sold his goods likelsitteens or inhabitants
in or near Liubeck corresponding to the decreebetity council.

It is also known that Dunkelgud participated asuasyj in wholesale and in retail trade.
For the protection of the own retailers and arsaetail trade was limited by the city council
for the guests as well as for the citizens in Libdesides regulations for the selling times
and points of sale, wholesale traders were espectablered to sale goods only in
wholesalé®® That means that they were prohibited to sell gdadsmall quantities like in
pounds or cubits directly to the end-consumers Umcdhis should remain a privilege of the
retailers and artisaf$.In one other case in 1474 we can see that Hintkk@lgud met the
town regulations when he sold his future fathelain-Hans Meyer 125 pounds caraway.
One pound (called ‘Pfund’ or ‘Markpfund’) was araum84,7 gram in Lubeck. The
‘Kramer’ Hans Meyer was allowed to retail this caeg in which quantity he would like in

one of his two stalls at the marktGuests like Hinrik Dunkelgud had to sell most loé t

. Nen gast mach mit gaste copslagelanseatic merchants were excluded from this egigul. They
had to offer their goods to the citizen or inhatiisain Lubeck for eight days and after that theyewe
allowed to sold them to other guests. HUB, vol.rd®. 76, p. 49Welk gast hir goet koft, de ne scal
dat sulve goet hir nicht weder vorkop&JEHRMANN, Die dltesten Lubeckischen Zunftroljgn 271.

8 Memorial, fol. 3v-5r.

& Memorial, fol. 8r, 15r.

8 Memorial, fol. 4r, 5r, 6r-v, 15r, 46v.

8 Memorial, fol. 5v-6v.

8 WEHRMANN, Die &ltesten Liibeckischen Zunftrollgp. 270-275.

8 KOHLER, Einzelhandelp. 21.

8 Memorial, fol. 4r.

8 T. WOLF, Tragfahigkeiten, Ladungen und MaRe im SchiffsverlehHanse vornehmlich im
Spiegel Revaler QuelleK6In/Wien 1989 (Quellen und Darstellungen zur Haclseén Geschichte,
N.F., 31), p. 39.

% The ‘Kramer’ had two stalls on the market squdMaNTELS, Memorial pp. 349, 350, 360, 361. He
was also a member and one of the chairmen of thleetker Kramerkompanie’'. In its member list he
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spices in the quantity of two ‘Liespfun®f.One ‘Liespfund’ was around 6,785 kilografmA
merchant and citizen of Lubeck was allowed to seikt of the spices in the quantity of one
‘Liespfund’ 2 It is very unlikely that an end-consumer was ies¢ed in 13 kilogram spices.

In only a few cases the town regulations differztetil the guests also in local and foreign
‘Kramer’ (vromede kremerer kremer, de gheste 3iff' The foreign ‘Kramer’ had to sell, for
example, two sorts of carawageperkomeandgardkomég and almonds, rice, figs and anise
only in the quantity of one ‘Markpfund’ or more amadle andergn] krude (i.e. the other
spices) only in a quantity of folmdenor more. One ‘Lot’ was around 14 to 15 grahThat
means they were privileged in comparison with theeoguests and the Liubeck merchants.
Another example illustrates this considerably. Rzl to be sold by the guests and the
Lubeck merchants in a quantity of 25 pounds anthbyforeign ‘Kramer’ in a quantity of one
pound and mor& But it is not clear who were calledomede kremetLike the other guests
they were allowed to offer their goods only thresyslin a row per year in front of the
churches and at the market. After this time theg ttleave the town with their leftover
goods. The regulations for these foreign ‘Kramented as their goods only spices like
almonds, rice, figs, two sorts of caraway and amisd some kinds of other spicedlld
andere krude.®” Probably these foreign ‘Kramer’ belonged to guilifsother towns and
therefore they were allowed to sell smaller quagias the wholesale merchants.

But back to Hinrik Dunkelgud. In his trade with e there are three cases of violations
of the town regulations because Dunkelgud retaiked cloths in cubits and sold them to
citizens or inhabitants in or near Liibeck, Hans &tevarqward Mg and Hans Davit&. In
these cases Hinrik Dunkelgud even violated sevegulations. Firstly, the guild regulation
of the ‘Kramer’ from the year 1353 prohibited theegts to cut and sell only three kinds of

is called Hans Meyger (1449).ENNINGS, Mitglieder, p. 190. AHL, Denkelbuch, fol. 1v, 31v, 34v-
36r, 40r, 42r, 49v-51r, 52v, 54v, 55v.

L WEHRMANN, Die &ltesten Liibeckischen Zunftroljgn 270.

92\WoLF, Tragféahigkeitenp. 40

% WEHRMANN, Die &ltesten Liibeckischen Zunftrollep. 270, 272.

*IBID., pp. 270, 274, 276.

% WEHRMANN, Die &ltesten Liibeckischen Zunftrollgn 274. In Kéin holds a ,Lot' 14,377 gram in
the early 15 century. Values between the™and 18 century varied also between 14 to 15 gram.
The relation was one pound to 32 ‘Lot’. H.IWHOFT, Umrisse einer historischen Metrologie zum
Nutzen der wirtschafts- und sozialgeschichtlichemsEhung. MalR und Gewicht in Stadt und Land
Lineburg, im Hanseraum und im Kaurfurstentum/KérigireHannover vom 13. bis zum 19.
Jahrhundert, vol. 1-2Gdéttingen 1979, vol. 1, pp. 72, 514. When we ttiee same relation for one
pound in Lubeck with around 484,7 gram (see thgepa@. 14) one ‘Lot’ in Libeck was also around
15,147 gram. For Lineburg Witthoft calculates foedLot’ 15,187 gram. WTHOFT, Umrisse vol.

1, p. 486.

% WEHRMAN, Die &ltesten Liibeckischen Zuntfroljgp. 271, 273-274.

° For the foreign ‘Kramer’ see BF¥IRMANN, Die ltesten Libeckischen Zunftrollgap. 270, 271, 274.

% Memorial, fol. 4r, 6r.
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cloths calledyresche lakenesardoke and syden wandn cubits The citizens were also
prohibited to cutyresche lakenandsardoke® Secondly, the regulations of the guild of the
wantsnydeifrom the year 1410 limited the guests to salet@fiast two cloths® Thirdly, by
one town regulation for the citizens (merchants)iibeck and the guests from the year 1472
the guests were even prohibited to sell singlenhslatt all. The cloths should be sold by intact
or halfterlingenor packen in the same unit they were brought into toWhThe packing unit
terlingen was smaller thampacken but the exact number of cloths per unit vafi&dA
‘Terling’ held around 30 cloth¥® These three different regulations show a morectstri
approach of the urban retailers and artisans totveadoreign wholesale merchants from the
beginning to the end of the i %entury. Nevertheless, Hinrik Dunkelgud offendeghinst
them several times. We do not know, however, whelleewas caught and had to pay the

penalties.

Access to the retail trade in Libeck

As a guest Hinrik Dunkelgud could establish andagxjhis family ties in Libeck. In 1479 he
won the citizenship in Lubeck, married a daughfeéhe ‘Kramer’ Hans Meyer and joined the
‘Kramerkompanie™® As a citizen in Lubeck Dunkelgud had a better fimsias a foreign
wholesale merchant like in the years before becaagehe was allowed to sell also to guests
and sometimes in smaller quantities. The merchats wanted to sell goods in small
quantities like in poundsby pennyngwerdenneeded the membership of the
‘Kramerkompanie'® because like in other towns the ‘Kramerkompanielobged to the
artisans’ guilds. In Lubeck the artisans’ guildslezh ‘Amter’ were controlled by the city
council’®® In the Late Middle Age there was a ‘Zunftzwang'nrany towns. That means an

artisan or ‘Kramer’ had to join this special urbguild if he wanted to pursue his profession.

% WEHRMANN, Die &ltesten Liibeckischen Zunftroljgmp. 271, 273.

190 |hid., p. 490.

101 HUB, vol. 10, no. 76, p. 50, § 2. See also thez#®s’ from 6 January 1472 in HR, vol. 2,6, no.
356, § 24, p. 328.

192\WoLF, Tragfahigkeitenp. 57.

193 Mittelniederdeutsches HandworterbuchA. LUBBEN, K. SCHILLER eds., [reprint of the 1878
edition] Vaduz 2009, vol. 4, p. 536. In the firslhof the 18" century the merchant Hildebrand
Veckinchusen counted once 34 cloths in one ‘TeTrligesKE, Fachwortschatzp. 71.

194 Memorial, fol. 1r, 47r. lHNNINGS, Mitglieder, p. 85.

1% These conditions are mentioned in the oldest agigul of the ‘Kramerkompanie’ in Liibeck of the
year 1353 with one addition from the year 138@&HARMANN, Die altesten Liibeckischen Zunftrollen
p. 274.

16 \w. BBEL, Lubisches Rechwol. 1, Libeck 1971, p. 230. ESENMANN, Die Deutsche Stadt im
Mittelalter 1150 — 1550: Stadtgestalt, Recht, Vsstang, Stadtregiment, Kirche, Gesellschaft,
Wirtschaft Wien u.a. 2012, 697. See also for the guild insl&o RARK, Krémer- und
Hokergenossenschaftgm 102.
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A guild member could only be a self-employment masSince the late f4century the city
council as well as the guilds themselves limitegel tlamber of the guild members. This had
different reason$?’ It should be secured that the masters themselndstteir staff had
enough work or that the competition was kept loov, dxample. This phenomenon is called
‘SchlieRung der Ziinfte"®®

The access to the ‘Kramerkompanie’ depended orcitieenship in Libeck and some
other conditions which were noted in the guild fagans®® With the help of his ‘Memorial’,
we can see that Dunkelgud paid the fee of 2 ‘MaKPfennige’ to become a citizen in
14791° The regulations of the ‘Kramerkompanie’ postulagefite to become a member, the
property of one ‘Harnisch’ (i.e. a kind of armooy fregarding the duty of defending the city
and a financial resource of 20 ‘Mark'! The fee of 6 ‘Mark’ was paid by Dunkelgud in the
same yeat'®> We do not know whether Dunkelgud had a ‘Harniséit’the beginning of the
year 1479 Hinrik Dunkelgud had at least a pike pat of this armot’* But it seems that the
property of one ‘Harnisch’ was not so important dexe there was the possibility to
demonstrate the chairmen the ‘Harnisch’ also atater|time*'* Schulz supposes that
especially the condition of the high finance reseucould be a problem for an average
artisan'™® There is very few information about Dunkelgud'sdicial situation till the year
1479. Due to the fact that Dunkelgud could pay bfgbs for the citizenry and the
membership, celebrated a big expensive marriagjeeisame year 14%§ and made the first

payment of 120 ‘Mark’ for his second stall straiglwtay in the year 1480, it is likely that he

197 |SENMANN, Stadt pp. 815, 818.

1% HoFFMANN, Liibeck p. 320.

199 These conditions are mentioned in the regulatifrthe Kramerkompanie in Liibeck of the year
1353 and further additions of the year 138@&EHRAMANN, Die altesten Libeckischen Zunftrollgp.
274-275. See also Kc8uLz, Gewerbepolitik in den hansischen Stadten Lubeckiiisg und Koln
im spaten Mittelalter: Ein Vergleicim “Zeitschrift fir Archaologie des Mittelalters34, 2006, pp. 85-
100, here p. 87.

19 Memorial, fol. 1r. 8HULZ, Gewerbepolitik pp. 87, 90-91.

1 \WEHRMANN, Die &ltesten Liibeckischen Zunftrollgup. 274-275, 283.&iuLz, Gewerbepolitik
pp. 91, 93.

12 Memorial, fol. 1r.

113 Memorial, fol. 8v. SENMANN, Stadt p. 817.

114 \WEHRMANN, Die altesten Liibeckischen Zunftroljgn 283.

115 scHuLz, Gewerbepolitikp. 89.

18 Hinrik Dunkelgud listed the costs of the weddingialso the surcharge in his Memorial, fol. 1r,
13v-14r; 47r. Some town bylaws (called ‘Luxusordgem’) limited the largeness of celebrations like
marriages based on the tax payments. So Dunkekjetrated a too large wedding. UMSN, Stand,
Vermobgen, Standesvermdgen. Das dgesellige Trinkem Wittelalter bis zum Ende der
Luxusordnungein Lust und Last des Trinkens in LUbeck. Beitrdgeeru 8hdnomen vom Mittelalter
bis zum 19. Jahrhundert, Begleitpublikation zur gkeung vom 4. August bis zum 6. Oktober 1996
im St. Annen-Museum zu LibeG< GERKENS A. GRASSMANN eds., Libeck 1996, pp. 49-65, here
pp. 49-51. See also the ‘Luxusordnung’ from thery&& 8 in C. F. VEHRMANN, Eine Luxusordnung
in “Zeitschrift des Vereins fur Libeckische Gestiécund Altertumskunde”, 2, 1867, pp. 508-528.
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had some finance resources. Schulz supposes thavitlence of these financial resources
could be disregarded if the candidate planned aiaga with a widow or a daughter of a
‘Kramer'*'” because the guilds preferred candidates who tueistiops of a deceased master
or the daughter as well as the shop from the fatfleus, the guild had not to support the
widow'*® and there was still the same number of masters.dLiild regulations of the year
1380 postulated as personal qualifications that dhedidates had to ask twice at the
‘Morgensprache’ (i.e. a regular meeting of eachviddial urban artisan guild) to be admitted
to the guild. Furthermore, the candidates had toahstrate that they welederve ludég...]
unde des crames werdi¢H In this way the demand of the guilds for respdetaind worthy
members was related to the ‘Handwerkerehre’ or fi@me’. That meant the honor of all the
members of the urban (artisan) guitd3lt is very likely that the wordbederveandwerdich
included also a martial, German birth and an imakle reputation in late YScentury

Libeck!?t

The candidate for an apprenticeship or for thédguimembership had to show
some written proof called ‘Echtheitsbrief’ or ‘Léignation’ for these personal qualifications.
This paper proof was especially important for fgreartisans. Since the "L%entury, around
100 of these documents have been preserved in kiiBemetimes there are also entries in
the town registet?? In the case of Hinrik Dunkelgud there is no ‘Editsbrief’ preserved
and there is also no entry in the town registemfthe second half of the year 1478 up to the
1490s. Especially the personal qualifications waneimportant criteria which the guilds
could interpret differently if they did not want &mcept one candidate. In the year 1485 there
was a council decision between one candidate ®miembership and the chairmen of the
‘Krdmerkompanie’. The chairmen refused him the asde the guild because they had heard
dat he eynen doden vorrichteden man uth deme watdrelde gevisschet unde upgetogen
hebben Marquardt Specht came to the city council andvatba letter which should prove
his innocence in this fatality. The city councilcapted and decided the admittance to the

guild.*?® Furthermore, there was another case in the yehr.Ibhe chairmen of the guild

17 scHuLz, Gewerbepolitikp. 89.

18 HoFFMANN, Liibeck pp. 320-321.

119 WARNCKE, Kramerkompaniep. 6. WEHRMANN, Die &ltesten Lilbeckischen Zunftrollgm 275.
For the ‘Kramerkompanie’ there is, besides thistfiregulation, only a second from the laté” 16
century which contains other points. Ibid., pp.-284.

120 SrockHUSEN Einwanderer p. 191. See also F.RENSDORFE Das Zunftrecht insbesondere
Norddeutschlands und die HandwerkerelmréHansische Geschichtsblatter”, 34, 1907, pp01-

121 5cHuLz, Gewerbepolitikp. 88.

122 SrockHUSEN Einwanderer pp. 189, 193. There is also an analyzing of Behtheitsbriefe’ for

two members of the ‘Kramerkompanie’.

128 C. W. RwuL, Libeckische Zustangdeol. 3: Recht und KultyrLeipzig 1878, pp. 27, 142-143, no.
61.
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found the member, Hynrick Dobbyn, not worthy of thembership because his wife was a
dishonest woman. The city council decided in favbthe chairmen and prohibited Hynrick
Dobbyn the work as ‘Kramer’ in Lilbeck* Therefore, the chairmen had the possibility to
refuse the access as well as to withdraw the meshiperin the case of Hinrik Dunkelgud it is
very likely that he did not need some kind of venttproof of his personal qualification. He
knew his father in-law Hans Meyer, one chairmarnth&f ‘Kramerkompanie’ and he even
supplied him as well as other persons in or nedreck with goods from his successful
wholesale trade since the year 1474.

Schulz notes the professional qualifications as foner condition of the admission to
the guild’® But there is no direct demand or notice in the ulaipns of the
‘Kramerkompanie’. There is no information about thgprenticeship of the ‘Kramer in
Libeck, toot?® For the end of the 3century we know about an apprenticeship of twelve
years in Goslal?’ In general, in Southern Germany in the™1&nd 18 century the
apprenticeship often took between two and threesyéain the case of Hinrik Dunkelgud it
is likely that his qualifications acquired by hishelesale trade were enough. It was no
isolated case that a young wholesale merchant e¢admarry a daughter of a ‘Kramer’ and
to change to retail tradé? Maybe, it was also helpful for Dunkelgud that fasher in-law
had already promised him the first stall for margyhis daughtef*® This seems to have been

124) ibecker Ratsurteile, vol, 2d. W. BEL, Géttingen u.a. 1956, no. 604.

125 5cHuLz, Gewerbepolitikp. 87.

126 For Lubeck sources of the year 1669 speak aboapprenticeship of eight years. After that the
‘Gesellen’ had to work at least four years withitmeaster before they could win the membership of
the guild. WARNCKE, Kramerkompanigp. 4.

127 paRK, Kramer- und Hokergenossenschaftpn131.

128 K. ScHuLz, Handwerksgesellen und Lohnarbeiter. Untersuchungen oberrheinischen und
oberdeutschen Stadtgeschichte des 14. bis 17. Jatiehts Sigmaringen 1985, p. 248.

129 £ MAsSCHKE, Die Unterschichten der mittelalterlichen Stadte Betlandsin Gesellschaftliche
Unterschichten in den siUdwestdeutschen Stadieem, J. SDow eds., Stuttgart 1967
(Verdffentlichungen der Kommission fiir geschichitbcdandeskunde in Baden-Wurttemberg, 41), pp.
1-74, here p. 25. In the first half of the™&entury, for example, the merchant Jacob Lubbeenhisi
apprenticeship in Gdansk with the long-distancechment Hintze Sanauw. Later, Lubbe worked there
as a ‘Geselle’ and traded so far as Antwerp bdfermarried the ‘Kramerin’ Barbara in the year 1465.
He joined the guild and took off their three house&danskDie Aufzeichnungen des Dominikaners
Martin Gruneweg(1562-ca. 1618jiber seine Familie in Danzig, seine Handelsreisei©steuropa
und sein Klosterleben in Poled vol.,, ed. A. BES, Wiesbaden 2008 (Quellen und Studien /
Deutsches Historisches Institut Warschau, 19,1, Yopp. 194, 202, 203. See also JOAMZEN,
Jacob Lubbes Familienaufzeichnungen. Als ZeugmisLdbensselbstdarstellung eines Kramers im
Danzig um die Wende des 15. Jahrhundart&8Biuletyn Polskiej Misji Historycznej”, 8, 2013op.
187-233, here pp. 195-197.

13030 it is very likely that there were agreement®igethe marriage in the year 1479. One important
entry in the ,Niederstadtbuch’ from 28 March 14&@gularized the property of Hans Meyer’s both
stalls on the market square. Hinrik Dunkelgud go¢ @and Hans Meyer’s son the second stall. It is
interesting that Hans Meyer noted that he camédocity council withene vorrameden scrift unde
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a good start because already in 1482 Hinrik Dunletlgad been holding an office within the
guild and later he was even one of the guild’s rhan from 1484 to 1486 and again from
1488 to 1493

Since the second half of the™Bentury the guild’s chairmen were involved in efnt
inter-guild conflicts as well as conflicts with @gie, especially merchants from Nuremberg
and foreign ‘Kramer’. These conflicts were abouwt ttcess to retail on the market and the
restrictions in sale. In Lubeck the guilds regudaexactly in what quantities its members
were allowed to sell their goods. There were cotdlibetween the ‘Kramerkompanie’ and
some artisans’ guilds whose members sold theirymtsdthemselveS? The merchants were
limited by the regulations of thewertfeger(i.e. sword-cutters) form the year 1473 in which
the sale of one or a halve dozen of swords perrowgs determinet® The merchants and
the ‘Krdmer’ were included in these regulationsauese in the year 1489 there was a council
decision after a conflict between the guilds whicincerned the ‘Kramer’, to6? In 1477
Hinrik Dunkelgud sold only once a sword and sentith other goods to his trading partner
Hans Mouwer-® Very often there were disputes with thetvilter (i.e. the hatters). In the
years 1465, 1478 and 1499 the council prohibited‘ii&dmer’ the retail of felt hats which
were made also by the hatters in Libeck. The ‘Kramere allowed to sell them in one or a
halve dozen. Furthermore, the ‘Kramer’ were allowedetail the imported Flemish hats or
stickede hoddi.e. a special sort of hats¥ However, the ‘Weddeherren’ recorded at least
eight violations by the ‘Kramer’, who sold felt baper piece in the years 1483, 1484 and
1486’ Hinrik Dunkelgud’'s bookkeeping shows ten exporfsdiferent kinds of hats
(flemeschenode punthodg to the East®® In general, hats were one of the common goods
which the ‘Kramer’ exported in wholesale over thalt® Sea**® So it is not surprising that
they also wanted to retail them directly on theketim Lubeck.

Since the beginning of the M4century the ‘Kramerkompanie’ tried to limit alsbet

guests in retail. In the 1470s the ‘Kramer’ compdal repeatedly on trade of the merchants

cedelen.These already written documents could indicate eagemts in advance of the marriage.
MANTELS, Memorial p. 360. Mantels makes a false source citatioe.hEnis entry is preserved in
AHL, Kanzlei: Niederstadtbuch Urschrift 1478 CrphrC1481, fol. 151v-152r. Memorial, fol. 25v.
SCHRODER Marien-Quartier, HS 900c, p. 345.

3L AHL, Denkelbuch, fol. 68v, 69v, 70v, 72v, 76r, 881r, 82r, 84r, 86r, 87v.

132 \WARNCKE, Kramerkompaniep.1020.

133 WEHRMANN, Die altesten Liibeckischen Zunftroljgn 456.

¥ BID., p. 290.

135 Memorial, fol. 5r.

136 \WEHRMANN, Die altesten Liibeckischen Zunftrolj@p. 286-287.

3T AHL, ASA Interna: Wette Jahrbiicher, HS Nr. 5 1483, Nr. 6 1484, HS Nr. 8 1486.

%8 Memorial, fol. 2v, 11r, 12v, 202r, 204v, 206v, 20208v, 209v.

139 STockHUSEN Fernhandelsgeschéfte. 260.
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from Nuremberg in Lubeck. These caused also ndgotgabetween the two city councils. In
1463 the Lubeck city council limited the trade loé tmerchants from Nuremberg for the last
time. The council order limited it again only iretsale of goods which were produced by the
artisans in Nuremberg called ‘Niirnberger Tarld®. But in the year 1468 the ‘Kramer
accused them to sell spices and other goods, atfdinthe 1490s when Dunkelgud began his
career as ‘Kramer’, the chairmen complained abotgin ‘Gesellen’ and Lubeck citizens
because in two cases the ‘Gesellen’ rented a hmuaecellar and sold their goods there. The
city council prohibited this trade and limited tgeests to the sale on the market square for
three days per year like it had been written inutEan bylaws*? These few examples show
the ongoing conflicts with other retailers and dseabout the access to the market.
Nevertheless, Hinrik Dunkelgud continued also itaifiag and followed the tradition and
gave the ‘Kramer Clawes Lange his daughter Annelse wife. His son-in-law got

Dunkelgud’s three stalls in the year 1512.

140 LUB, vol. 10 n. 7, 119, 132, 161, 308, 2920RbMANN, Nirnberger pp. 5-6, 144. H. MMANN,
Die wirtschaftliche Stellung der Reichsstadt Nimgbien SpatmittelalterNirnberg 1970 (Nirnberger
Forschungen, 13), pp. 139-140. See also for goams Nuremberg MRDMANN, Nurnberger pp.
109-127.

“'LUB, vol. 11, n. 397.

12 EBEL, Lubecker Ratsurteilevol. 1, no. 305; vol. 4, no. 235. Nordmann bedigvhat these foreign
‘Gesellen’ were the employees of Nuremberg whotesarchants. 8SRDMANN, Nirnberger p. 144.
13 SCHRODER Marien-Quartier, HS 900c, p. 345.
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Conclusion and further perspectives

At least since the year 1474 Hinrik Dunkelgud caase guest to the market in Libeck. First
he was only involved in wholesale trade with sooregtstanding trading partners as well as a
few customers in or near Lubeck. Often Hinrik Dugkel followed the urban bylaws. There
were a few cases in which he sold goods in retadrtd-consumers. In this time there were
already some relations with the ‘Kramer’ Hans Megwed his daughter Kunneke. Dunkelgud
used the relationship with his peers and his césmiad_Ubeck to expand his family ties. After
he had won the citizenry he profited from the ieladhip with Hans Meyer because he got
the access to the ‘Kramerkompanie’ very quicklye dombination of the wholesale and the
retail trade as a citizen and the membership of ghdéd opened Hinrik Dunkelgud the
possibility to sale the most goods in all differguiantities directly to the end-consumers in
his stalls or to other wholesale merchants. In 1h80s, there were repeated conflicts and
council orders over the access to the market betwlee merchants, retailers and artisans,
which also concerned the ‘Krdmerkompanie’ in Lubeldkese few cases show again that the
urban bylaws were not identical to the practictrawle.

Besides Dunkelgud’s retail he also kept long-stagdrading partners up to the year
1508. Furthermore, he also expanded his net ofspaed established two new trading
companies with his former apprentices Peter KegelmehHans Borne up to the year 1504.
We do not know exactly how long he was involvedstail trade in Libeck but it seems that
Dunkelgud finished his career with the surrendehisfstalls to his son-in-law in the year
1512. In his at least 38 years in business then@rd Hinrik Dunkelgud used, like other
wholesale merchants, his money, relationships highold and new trading partners and his
family ties to be successful in retail as wellmsvholesale trade in Libeck.

This contribution could only be a first step. Mateidies are needed which should shed
further light on the question of the combinationlafg-distance and wholesale trade with
retail trade. A second step could take a compadbiok at other towns in Central Europe and
their retailers’ and merchants’ guilds. What kirfdoglaws concerning the different forms of
trade can we find in other towns? What were theaea for these bylaws? Which motives
and problems had merchants combining the diffei@nts of trade? In a following third step,
the comparison should reach a transnational ldwethis way, maybe, it could also be

possible to show a more complete picture of theetrautes and flows of goods.
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